Source of material
The silazane Si(NHC 3H7)4 was received as the major product from the reaction of SiCl 4 with H2NC3H7 in hexane, analogue to the synthesis of tetrakis(methylamino)silane [1] . Transparent colourless crystals were obtained by crystallization from diethylether at 243 K. The compound was handled under dry and oxygen free argon as it is sensitive to air and moisture.
Experimental details
All non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically. Hydrogen atoms were found also from difference Fourier map, and refined isotropically. The absolute configuration in respect to the polarity of the space group was proven by changing the sign of the hkl indices. The wR (F 2 ) values for the possible orientations were 0.0607 and 0.0612 respectively. The first one represents the absolute structure of the crystal studied. The corresponding Flack parameter is 0.1(2).
Discussion
The central silicon atom in Si(NHC 3H7)4 resides on a twofold crystallographic axis and is coordinated in a distorted tetrahedral way by four nitrogen atoms. The nitrogen coordination sphere is trigonal planar because of nitrogen-silicon backbond interactions, d(Si-N2) = 170.3 (2) 
